Confirmation
...at Fellowship of Faith  
2011-2012 Guidelines.
What is Confirmation?

Confirmation does not appear in the Bible.  Jesus and his disciples were never confirmed.  There is no Biblical mandate for this rite in the church.  Rather, Confirmation is a tradition that developed in the church and was invested with all sorts of different purposes and meanings over the years, depending on the era or church body one belonged to.

This can make the use of the term “confirmation” confusing.  What it meant in one person’s background might be quite different than what it meant to another.  Some churches use it as a rite of passage for children.  Others (erroneously) attach to it the idea of receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit or making you a member of the body of Christ.  Still others use it as the culmination of a discipleship program.
At Fellowship of Faith, we view Confirmation simply as the act of publicly professing your personal faith in Jesus and promising to follow him before the body of believers.  
A Promise
Confirmation is a promise.  A covenant is a pledge two or more people make with each other.  It’s like a contract, except “contract” misses the important point that this pledge is rooted in a relationship.  This is why marriage is called a covenant instead of a contract.  “Mutual promise” is closer to what the word means.

Confirmation is about promising to live for Jesus.  It’s a promise to believe in him.  It’s a promise to give your life for him every single day.  It’s a promise to put him first in everything.  It’s even a promise to die for him.  This promise is made to God, but it’s also made to every other member at Fellowship of Faith. Confirmation is not the end of a program.  Confirmation is the beginning of a journey.  It’s not something you should only do once.  Like marriage, it’s something to be lived out every day.   

The Promise

Printed below is the confirmation promise. Read it carefully—

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts which God gave you in your baptism?

Do you believe in Jesus as your Savior and Lord?

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?

Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God

the Father Almighty.

From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead?
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting?

Will you seek to give your life to Christ and suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from him?

Do you believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God to be faithful and true?

Do you desire to be a member of Fellowship of Faith, and will you actively support its vision and mission?

Do you intend to live your life according to the will of God, to be faithful in the use of God’s Word and sacraments, and in faith, word, and action to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?

There’s no doubt about it.  This is a big vow.  No one can make it for you. It’s important you take it seriously.  Do not join out of obligation.  Let your word be more sacred than that.  Just like you wouldn’t get married because your parents wanted you to, so you shouldn’t take this vow for the same reason.  It has to be something you want to do.  
Our Philosophy

We view Confirmation as the start of something, not the end of something.  For this reason, a person can “confirm” their faith whenever they are ready.  No special classes, homework packets, or extended waiting period are typically required.

Are there any Pre-Confirmation Requirements?

If you are already actively participating in the life and ministry of Fellowship of Faith, you’ll need to have a one-to-one meeting with Pastor Dave or Ben Denen at least two weeks before a Confirmation Sunday.  During this time we’ll talk about your relationship with Jesus, the promise you’ll be making, and next steps in following him.  Typical meetings last about 20-30 minutes.  It’s up to you to arrange this meeting when you’re ready.  
If you are not currently an active in all parts of the Fellowship of Faith community, we require at least four months of active participation in the worship life and age-appropriate ministry area at Fellowship of Faith prior to a Confirmation Sunday.  “Active participation” is defined as—

1) Worshiping regularly. We generally require at least 40x per year.

2) Involvement in a spiritual formation ministry or group. Examples include:

a. Fuse worship

b. Fuse discipleship

c. Christianity 101 & 201 courses

d. Discipleship Groups
3) Serve at FOF in some capacity

4) Tithe

5) Witness 

It’s not uncommon for us to see students (or more likely, parents) who want to see some more intentional preparation before making the confirmation promise.  While we don’t require this, if that is something which is important to you, details about structured classwork in the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism can be provided on upon request.

When can I Confirm My Faith?

We give people three formal opportunities per year to confirm their faith. Called Baptism Sundays, these are mass celebrations where people who desire to be baptized, renew their commitment to Jesus Christ, or become members of Fellowship of Faith come forward to do so before the body of believers.  

We have Baptism Sundays in 2012 on January 29, May 20, September 2.  
How Old Do I Have to Be?

The promise you’re making is your promise, not your parents’ or family’s or pastor’s.  When you’re ready to come into your own and stand by the promise you make without depending on your parents to keep it for you, you can take part.  There is no required, minimum, or expected age.  You do this when you’re ready.
How Do I Know if I’m Ready?
Here are some things to think about.
· Is Jesus important to me?  
· Do I want him to be the center of my life?
· Can I make this promise?  
· Do I want to really follow it?

Spend some time thinking and praying through this.  

Parents: Talk to your children at length about this promise.  Pray with them and help guide them as their spiritual mentors.  

The question of “When?” will vary with every child.  As you seek to guide them, the first and most important question to ask is whether your child wants to be confirmed. Are they expressing interest in following Jesus more fully? Do they ask questions about God? About church?  About faith?  Are they asking when they can start taking communion?  This has to go well beyond, “It’s fine by me if that’s what mom wants me to do.” 

Second, if they are expressing interest, is it lasting? We encourage anyone who wants to join Fellowship of Faith to spend six months getting involved before starting the membership process.  We call this the dating period.  See if this is a church you want to marry before buying a ring.  I’d suggest the same with your kids.

Third, is your child old enough to think about, grasp, and interact with the confirmation promise? Do they understand what’s being asked of them in the vow and what their on-going responsibility will be? 

Remember that there is no way to know the perfect time or age.  Feel free to talk to Pastor Dave or Ben Denen if you’d like help navigating this further.

When Can I Take Communion?

Normally people will wait until after Confirmation to start taking communion.  However, if you’ve been taking it already here or at another church, please continue to do so.  Likewise if certain reasons prevent you from Confirmation, but you want to start taking communion, that’s perfectly alright.

To help new communers prepare, The Rock, Fuse, and Christianity 101 classes all have a “preparing for communion” element as part of their curriculum.  We ask that you either come to one of these first, or schedule a one-on-one meeting with Pastor Dave.

The Discipling Process
The ultimate goal of any of this is to see you become a disciple of Jesus Christ who in turn makes more disciples. A disciples is someone who is radically pursuing a fully devoted relationship with Jesus.  Doing this can be very hard, which is why God gives us the church to help us on this path.  

Whether before Confirmation or after, taking intentional steps to grow in your relationship with Jesus is important.  We have several avenues helping you disciple your child, depending on age.

Fuse Student Ministries

Sixth through Twelfth Grade
Fuse Student Ministries is the student ministry of Fellowship of Faith.  Fuse partners with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake with the singular goal of revealing Christ to students so they will become radical disciples of Christ.  Fuse seeks to disciple students in several ways—
· Weekly Fuse Service @ 7:00pm on Sunday Nights

· Weekly Discipleship discussion groups @ 9:00am on Sunday Mornings

· Teams and Mentoring

· Midweek Classes @ 7:00pm on Wednesday Nights

· Devoted:  A student devotional guide

· Retreats and parent retreats

· Servant events and connection events

Fuse Service
Designed and executed solely with the worshiping needs of the junior high and high school student in mind. The music is loud. The subject matter is intense.  Our messages deal with what students face everyday.  Our goal is to give them something that they can apply to their lives...immediately...the very next day at school. This is a place where teenagers can come to experience God in an environment that is familiar and comfortable. It is a place where we speak their language, play their music, and meet them at their level. It is a place where we challenge each and every student to stop settling for the statistics. 
Sunday nights @ 7:00pm.  Doors open at 6:30pm.

Meets at Fellowship of Faith.  See FuseMinistries.com for details.
Discipleship Discussion Groups
Discipleship discussion groups exists to give students a chance to go deeper, a chance to dig into the Bible.  Discipleship groups exist to give students who desire something more a chance to dive even deeper into God. The curriculum parallels what we discuss at the weekly Sunday night service, but is more than just a recap. 
Sunday mornings @ 9:00am.  Fellowship of Faith.

Teams and Mentoring
As Fuse began to grow we realized that it was becoming easier for students to slip between the cracks.  That is why we divided our ministry into four teams:  Peregrinus, Frendo, Ferocia, and Incendia.  When a student comes to a Fuse event, they are assigned to a team.  If they come with a friend, they join that team.  If they come alone we connect them with a team that best suits them.  Teams are strategically mixed to combine age, sex, and church home so that we can be truly "Fused".  Each team has two adult team leaders: one male and one female.  Team leaders will play a critical role in accountability and mentorship for each student.  
Midweek Classes 

While we don’t require intense classwork in the Bible or Lutheran theology before Confirmation, we have come to discover a few students (more often, parents) want this.    In partnership with Prince of Peace, Fuse offers classes on aspects of  Luther’s Small Catechism, the Bible, and other life topics.

Classes are six weeks long on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:00pm at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake.  Located at 932 S. McHenry Ave., Crystal Lake, IL, 60014.  A student MUST attend all six weeks of a class.  DO NOT take a class if you cannot attend each time it meets.  See the attached sheets for a list of classes offered this year.   (Classes may add or cancel due to demand and teacher availability.)  
A mid-week class is cancelled if School District 47 cancels classes or closes early due to Inclement Weather.  Contact Jen Younsteadt at jen123@owc.net or 847.217.2679 for the latest class info.

Devoted 

Devoted is a daily devotional distributed Sunday nights at Fuse services. We believe the Bible plays a critical role in our walk with Christ, but we’ve discovered how little it was actually being used by our students outside of our services and Bible studies.  After talking with the students we began to realize that the problem was they simply didn't know where to begin.   Devoted is meant to help them begin the life-long practice of daily scripture reading.

Devoted is also available at FuseMinistries.com.  We encourage you to add your "insights" and "push backs" on the Fuse Forum.  To access, go to Fuseministries.com. Click the "Forum" tab and register for your free account.

Retreats

Retreats are incredibly powerful weekends of close, personal time with God.  There is incredible power in pulling back from the distractions of every day life and dedicating a couple of days solely with God.  

Parent tracks are offered during many retreats. These are designed to spark conversation about issues your students face on a daily basis and discuss ways of helping them grow as God-honoring people.  
Servant Events and Connection Events
Servant and connection events take place throughout the year and are discussed at Sunday night services.  
The Rock Children’s Ministry

Fifth Grade and Under

If you are seeking Confirmation, but not in junior high, The Rock Children’s ministry will be your primary discipleship route.

The Rock is our children’s ministry at Fellowship of Faith.  

The Rock is designed to help kids meet Jesus as kids, and is built on a model where kids worship together in a large group setting, and then meet together in a small group setting with a teacher and other kids their age.   Here they learn about Jesus and how to follow him.  Studying and memorizing the Bible, learning Bible stories, praying for each other, and learning how to serve others are all part of the curriculum.  
The Rock meets Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 10:30am.  Both times are identical.  

Contact Becky Williams if your child is intentionally pursuing Confirmation before 6th grade.  

Confirmation for Adults

People older than 12th grade who want to pursue Confirmation should attend a Neo and enroll for the Christianity 101 courses.  

Neo is a New Member Workshop offered three times per year on Sundays from noon – 3:00.  Here we discuss what it means to have a relationship with Jesus and how that incorporates into the life of Fellowship of Faith.  Lunch and childcare is provided.

Christianity 101 classes are 8-12 week courses designed to help you with the fundamentals of the Christian faith and take intentional steps in developing a relationship with Jesus.  See FellowshipofFaith.org for details.  

When do I Finish Confirmation?

Quite simply, you don’t.  There is no “When I complete this….”  Following Christ is a life-long, daily journey.  A person who confirms their faith begins what should become a different and intentional way of living for the rest of their life.  
Confirmation is a beginning.  Which means in many ways what follows confirmation is more important than what precedes it.  What you are involved in before Confirmation should be only the start of what you are involved in after Confirmation.  
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